
 

National Tests verses State Tests 

FAQ 

 
 

National Standardized Tests: Terra Nova, InView 

 

State Test: Ohio Achievement Assessment 

 Aligned to National Standards such as National 

Council of Teachers and Mathematics  

(NCTM) 

 Aligned to Ohio Content Standards 

 Language Arts focus is on vocabulary, reading, 

comprehension, word analysis, listening, 

language development in spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, usage 

 Focus is on extended response questions and 

assessed according to OAA rubric 

 Social Studies focus is on world and U.S. 

history, political, economics 

 Multiple choice responses 

 Focus is on world, U.S., political, economics 

 Focus is on Ohio history in certain grades 

 Science responses selected from multiple 

choice options 

 Assessment delves into fluency, methods, 

extended response answers and uses a rubric 

to evaluate 

 Questions based on grade level and above  Questions derived from grade level and 

below 

 Measures ability (InView) and achievement 

(Terra Nova) 

 Measures only achievement 

 Parent report compares achievement to ability 

and to national student populations 

 Parent report compares achievement to 

statewide measures only 

 Includes additional measures for research and 

sources of information (tests) 

 Assesses four core content areas: math 

reading/writing, math, and science (social 

studies not tested)  

 Uses “bell curve” with average at 50%, top 5% 

recognized as gifted. Results reported as 

Percentile Ranks and Stanines 

 Reports five levels: advanced, accelerated, 

proficient, basic, and limited skill levels. Top 

20% reported as “advanced” 

 

 

 

Is one type of test better than another? Each type of test serves important but different 

purposes. At its best, a state standards-based test tells how well a child is achieving 

the state standards and can also provide important information about how well the 
school is teaching those standards. A national norm-referenced test provides valuable 

information that can be compared to a national average. On the other hand, standards-
based tests often are not able to assess a student's deeper conceptual understanding or 

complex thinking abilities. Major advantages of state tests are that they can provide 
information on student progress, help diagnose specific strengths and weaknesses, and 

can lead to improved instruction for classrooms. However, these tests lack a national 
comparison and scoring may be less precise than a norm-referenced test. 


